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RFO  L£TT£ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


October  5,  1956 
Letter  No.  737 


As  Chief  Beaty  was  heading  out  for  Chicago,  he  asked  us  to  pass  along 
to  you  anything  that  might  turn  up  here.    In  Chi,  he  is  representing  USDA 
Director  of  Information,  I.yle  Webster,  who  is  a  member  of  the  steering  committee 
meeting  there  this  week  on  plans  for  a  series  of  Farm  Radio  Workshops.  This 
project  is  in  cooperation  with  former  radio-man  Stanley  Andrews  of  the  National 
Project  in  Agricultural  Communications.    You  may  hear  more  aboirt  the  proposed 
workshops  from  Layne  after  he  gets  back. 

New  Uses  Commission  Meeting 

You  may  have  already  heard  that  the  President's  bipartisan  Commission  on 
Increased  Industrial  Uses  of  Agricultural  Products  meets  in  Chicago  next  Tuesday 
Wednesday  the  Commission  moves  on  to  Peoria  to  get  a  close-up  on  research  at  the 
Department's  Northern  Lab.    Could  be  this  group  will  prove  worth  keeping  track 
of.    It  is  the  Commission  Congress  gave  the  job  of  developing  legislative  and 
other  recommendations  aimed  at  more  industrial  uses  of  our  present  crops, 
especially  surplus  crops.    This  Commission  is  also  interested  in  possible  new 
crops  to  provide  continuing  sources  of  industrial  raw  materials. 

More  on  Farm-City  Teamwork 

What  Under  .Secretary  True  D.  Morse  told  the  Rotary  Clubs  at  the  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,  State  Fair  Wednesday  reminded  us  of  some  of  the  things  we've  heard 
RFDs  say.    Of  course,  Secretary  Morse  was  outlining  to  the  Rotarians  their 
share  in  the  hew  Rural  Development  Program,  already  active  in  2k  States, 
including  Oklahoma.    He  declared  one  of  the  great  opportunities  in  America  today 
is  to  improve  the  stability  and  welfare  of  low-income  farm  families  -  found  in 
every  State.    But  some  of  the  things  he.  said  about  farm  and  city  teamwork  seem 
to  have  even  wider,  and  more  immediate,  application.    As  he  said,  all  that  is 
done  by  a  town  or  city  to  develop  the  agriculture  of  its  trade  area  will  help 
bring  prosperity  to  city  and  country  alike.    To  fully  develop  the  agricuJ.tural 
resources  of  an  area,  city  men  and  farmers  must  work  together.    The  city  is  the 
marketing  and  supply  center  of  its  trade  area.    It  is  the  hub  of  the  wheel.  The 
city  which  serves  an  important  agricultural  region  should  have  leadership 
interested  in  farms  and  farm  people.    There  must  be  sound  long-range  planning 
and  progressive  management  to  assure  growth  and  increasing  prosperity  for  most 
trade  areas.    Mr.  Morse  pointed  out  that  community  and  trade  area  development 
programs  have  already  shown  the  way  to  more  farm  prosperity  and  better  living 
in  many  parts  of  the  country.    He  suggested  that  aggressive  farm,  business, 
civic,  and  other  leadership  must  team  up  in  local  efforts  to  help  enlarge  the 
incomes  of  small  farmers.    He  emphasized  that  in  the  Rural  Development  Program 
for  low- income  farmers,  the  accent  is  on  young  people. 
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Advisors  Review  Soil  and  Water  Plans 

Next  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  18-raember  USDA  Soil  and  Water  Conserva- 
tion Advisory  Committee,  appointed  a  year  ago,  in.ll  hold  its  second  meeting  here. 
It  will  review  the  Soil  Bank  Program,  the  Great  Plains  Program,  the  national 
inventory  of  our  soils  and  water  needs,  upstream  water  protection,  the  Rural 
Development  Program,  and  other  plans  to  help  conserve  U.S.  soil  and  water 
resources. 

Cattle  Sales  Mission  to  Mexico 

Southwest  cattlemen  hard  hit  by  the  drought  may  get  some  help  from  below 
the  border.    Department  officials  see  a  chance  to  up  exports  of  U.S.  breeding 
cattle  to  Mexico.    Mexico  has  applied  for  a  §k  million  loan  from  the  Export- 
Import  Bank  of  Washington  to  finance  the  buying  of  cattle  north  of. the  border  ' 
to  upgrade  her  herds.    Specialists  say  expanded  Mexican  imports  from  the  drought- 
hit  Southwest  could  prove  very  helpful  to  our  cattlemen.    Tuesday  a  combined 
USDA-Export  Bank  mission  left  here  for  Mexico  to  Confer  with  Mexican  officials 
about  this.  ...  .'.  ._. 

Yes! KWTO  has  a  Farm  -  and  How.1  _  . 

As  for  livestock,  Loyd  Evans,  KWTO,  Springfield,  Mo.,  is  the  livestock- 
raisingest,  record-keepingest  RFD  and  station  farms  manager  we've  yet  heard  ■' 
about.    Loyd  manages  KWTO  ^00- acre  station  farm  and  its  100- acre  transmitter 
plot,  .and  supervises  the  work  of  their 'two  hired  hands.    He  lives  on  the  farm, 
keeps • complete  and  accurate  production  records  on  all  animals,  and  each  day 
originates  one  or  more  farm  programs  from  the  6'x8'  farm  studio. fully  equipped 
for  broadcasting.    Loyd.  says  the  value,  of  .a  .station- owned  farm  lies.,  in  the  .1 
intense  and  constant  interest  KWTO  listeners,  take  in  his  daily  reports  of 
progress  on.  various  activities  on  the  farm.    He  checks  his  herds  regularly  for 
appearance  and  production,  and  culls  them  carefully  to  maintain  high  standards. 

Tips  on  Use  of  Color  -  TV  _  . 

Last  week,  Extension  Joe' Tonkin  and  Jules'  Renaud  of  this  office  were 
out  chasing  TV  rainbows  in  the  East.    In  New  York  City,  they  toured  the  NEC 
color  studios  and  talked  with  Edward  Bennett,;  Supervisor-Design  and  Graphics 
for  NBC  network  programs  originating  there.' "  Bennett  sees  the  color  TV  picture 
as  potentially  the  most  perfect  color  reproduction  system  known  to  man;  But 
techniques  in  its  use  are  changing  so  fast  any  rules  are  quickly  outdated.  No 
printed  color  scale,  can  accurately  measure  shades  of  color,  because  of  differences 
in  texture,  pigment,  lighting,  etc.    He  suggested  that  at  present  reproduction 
by  the  color  TV  system  will  be  best  when  all  shades  are 'within  four  tones  range 
as  measured  on  the  Munsell  gray  scale.    He  pointed  out  that  color  in  nature  has 
little  contrast.    Distant  objects  blend  into  blues,  grays,  and  tans.    On  TV 
stage  set,  use  bright  colors  in  foreground,  and  grayish,  nature-like  backgrounds. 
Avoid  whites  and  blacks  in  clothing.    Yellow  ochre  is  easily  used,  but  bright 
yellows  are  the  most  difficult  to  handle.    They  show  up  brighter  than  white  on 
the  TV  screen.  1 

Nearly  95j  U.S.  Farms  Electrified 

REA  reported  yesterday  latest  estimate  indicates  9^.2fo  farms  and  ranches 
now  have  electric  power.  Ten  years  ago  it  was  less-  than  55^.  in  1935  less  than 
llfj. 


Re  Revision  '57  Wheat  Agreements 

Many  farmers  have  been  reluctant  to  put  land  in  the  wheat  Acreage  Reserve 
before  knowing  the  effect  of  other  allotments  on  their  farm  operations.  Monday 
Se c  r e t  ar y  Benson  announced  that  farmers  who  sign  ' 57  Wheat  Acreage  Reserve  agree- 
ments, and  also  have  allotments  on  other  crops ,  or  a  Soil  Bank  Corn  Base  Acreage, 
will  be  permitted  to  cancel  their  wheat  acreage  agreements  after  the  mailing  of 
their  last  official  notice  of  a  farm  allotment  for  1957.    Farmers  who  only  have 
wheat  allotments  applying  to  their  farms  had  only  through  today,  which  is  the 
final  sign-up  date,  to  revise  or  cancel  their  agreements. 

l^S!$Ml}{LM!QL?J*? st  Beef  Output 

ARS  Adrn'r  Byron  Shaw  says  research  over  the  last  few  years  indicates  a 
real  possibility  of  better  producing  beef  cattle  through  line  selection.  He 
estimates  breede?:s  may  boost  beef  output  per  animal  at  least  10  percent  in  the 
next  15  years  by  use  of  performance  testing.    He  thinks  as  we  learn  more  about 
inheritance  in  cattle,  we  nay  be  able  to  go  farther  than  that.    He  reports  that 
at  the  Mies  City,  Mont,,  Experiment  Station  there  was  a  difference  of  33  "to  kk 
pounds  in  weight  at  birth  between  calves  from  top-ranking  lines  and  those  from 
low- ranking  lines,  and  an  average  of  about  2k0  pounds  difference  in  weight  at  6 
months  of  age.    The  costs  of  getting  the  slow-gaining  and  the  fast-gaining 
calves  to  6  months  of  age  were  about  the  same.    He  says  if  lines  of  various  breeds 
of  beef  cattle  can  be  established  that  differ  uniformly  in  rate  of  growth  and 
efficiency  so  that  performance  can  be  accurately  predicted,  we  will  have  taken  a 

big  step  forward  in  efficient,  economical  production  of  beef  Other  USDA 

researchers  reported  this  week  that  chemical  treatment  controls  molds  on  berry 
boxes.    Every  year  northwestern  berry  processors  need  about  30  million  square 
picking  boxes,  known  as  hallocks,  which  they  supply  to  growers  for  use  of 
pickers.    In  seme  seasons,  losses  from  mold  damage  to  boxes  runs  into  thousands 
of  dollars.    By  adding  a  little  inexpensive  fungicide  -  sodium  orthophenyl 
phenate  -  to  water  in  which  ba3.es  of  thin  wood  are  soaked  before  they  are  shaped 
into  the  hallocks,  the  processors  will  make  substantial  savings. 

Plaques  Proclaim  Outstanding  Jobs 

HATRED  Chats  editors,  Wes  Seyler      Co. ,  publish  a  picture  of  George 
Roesner,  KPEC ,  Houston,  and  Cotton  John  Smith,  KGNC ,  Amariilo,  receiving 
placques  from  the  Texas  Association  of  Vo.  Ag.  Teachers  for  "the  outstanding 
job  they  have  done  in  reporting  farm  information."    Bill  Shomette,  KENS;  San 

Antonio,  also  got  one,  but  missed  the  photographer  Earl  Hos'tetler,  who 

used  to  teach  animal  husbandry  at  North  Carolina  State,  reports  he  is  beginning 
to  enjoy  his  work  as  farm  consultant  for  I/PTF '  s ,  Raleigh,  daily  service  to 
agriculture  -  riieets  a  lot  of  his  former  friends  and  students  in  his  farm  hour 
interviews ( 

Soybean  Future  Sales  Policy 

To  encourage  soybean  farmers  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  price  support 
program,  under  which  storage  loans  or  purchase  agreements  can  be  used  to  assure 
orderly  marketing  of  their  crop,  CCC  early  this  week  announced  it  will  not  sell 
any  ' 5^  crop  soybeans  it  may  take  into  its  inventory  at  the  maturity  date  next 
May  31  i  fez"  either  domestic  or  export  use  at  less  than  the  domestic  market  price 
or  the  current  price  support  level  plus  reasonable  carrying  charges,  whichever 
is  higher. 


_  L;.  _ 


Farm  and  Home  We tvork  Shows _Oct .  8- 13 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Oct.  13,  9:30  to  9:1*5  am  EDT. 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Oct.  13,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EDT.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "A  Trip  to  Nematodia"  with  Layne 
Beaty  and  Dr.  A.  L.  Taylor,  ARS;  "A  Super  Laying  Hen"  reported  by  "Lucky" 
Fortunato,  Hawaiian  Ext.  Service;  and  "A  Salute  to  County  Agent  Warren  Meyers, 
of  Macon  County,  111." 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Oct.  13,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Highlights  from  the  National 
FFA  Convention,  Kansas  City." 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  Dr.  P.  D.  Henning, 
director  of  Soil  Conservation  and  Extension  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  and 
Layne  Beaty  in  "A  Visitor  Looks  at  U.S.  Conservation  and  Extension  Work." 

U3DA-TV  Package  for  mailing  Thurs.  Oct.  11:  "Energy- Saving  Kitchen"  -  7 
min.  sound-on  film  shows  USDA  model  kitchen  designed  to  avoid  those  dangerously 
tiring  stretches  that  tend  to  put  homemakers  on  the  shelf. 

TV  Film-of-the-Month:  "The  Three  Square s"  -  Meals,  that  is  -  16  mm,  sound,  b/w 
or  color,  13-f  minutes  -  produced  in  cooperation  with  the  National  Canners  Assn. 
Served  with  the  sauce  of  live  action  and  animation,  artfully  combined  to  tell 
how  canning  started,  how  it  grew,  what  it  means  to  us,  and  what  it  can  mean  in 
the  future.    Now  available  for  immediate  loan  to  TV  stations.    Make  requests  to 
Motion  Picture  Service,  USDA  Office  of  Information,  and  indicate  definite  dates 
of  use  or  approximate  time  needed  for  previewing  and  scheduling. 


Speaking  of  Pictures:  We  have  one  from  Curt  Bradley,  WMIX ,  Mt.  Vernon,  111., 
of  Curt  himself  and  one  of  their  local  farmers  doing  an  on-the-farm  interview. 
He  doesn't  even  mention  the  little  black  calf  that  is  holding  the  microphone.  .  . 
Another  taken  on  Grassland  Field  Day,  in  Somerset  County,  Pa. ,  shows  Bert 
Hutchison,  KpKA,  with  Warren  Carmi chae 1 ,  KDKA  summer  scholarship  winner, 
recording  interviews  with  farmers  and  machinery  men,  for  use  on  Bert's  farm 
program. 

Program  Surveys  at  Farmer  Meetings:    Mardi  Liles,  UFLA-I7FLA-TV,  Tampa,  Fla. , 
tells  us  they  have  been  sampling  farmers'  program  preferences  at  the  meetings 
they  attend.    These  farmers  tell  him  they  believe  they  consider  the  market  re- 
ports, weather  and  news  as  the  important  features,  in  that  order.    Most  of 
them  have  radio  in  their  offices,  barns,  packing  sheds,  on  tractors,  near  where 
they  are  working,  and  depend  chiefly  on  radio  for  markets.    Mardi  says  he 
believes  if  we  can  give  the  farmer  the  information  he  wants  and  needs  then  we 
have  a  program  he  will  tune  in  every  day.    Mardi  gives  the  markets  first,  then 
current  news  (ag  that  is)  then  on  two  days  a  week  he  has  tapes  he  makes,  inter- 
views with  farmers,  and  also  uses  some  of  the  trade  associations  tapes.  He 
promises  to  tell  more  about  his  survey  results  when  he  gets  to  the  NATRFD 
meeting  in  Chicago. 


Sincerely, 


C.  A.  Herndon 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


P.S.    Layne  Beaty  will  be  back  with  you  next  week. 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


October  12,  1956 
Letter  No.  738 


Chief  Beaty  got  "back  o.k.,  but  is  now  taking  the  weekend  off.    In  Chicago, 
he  found  the  purpose  of  the  regional  farm  workshops  now  in  the  incubation  stage 
is  to  upgrade  farm  and  home  radio.    Not  that  there's  any  implication  that  farm 
and  home  radio  is  downgraded,  but    l)  radio's  position  has  changed  in  recent 
years  and    2)  a  lot  more  people  are  now  doing  farm  and  home  radio  programs.  The 
■committee  he  met  with  to  steer  the  workshops  in  the  right  direction  was  chair- 
manned  by  Lowell  Watts,  Ext.  Ed.  Colo.,  and  chm.  MACE 1 s  R&TV  Com.     It  set  next 
April  as  target  on  the  first  of  perhaps  four  regional  workshops.    With  the  Nat '1 
Project  in  Agricultural  Communi cat ions  playing  a  major  role  in  cooperation  with 
MACE;  NATRFD,  'Land  Grant  Colleges,  US  DA,  ESCQP,  ECOP,  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Radio 
and  TV  Broadcasters  "(management  ieveTJ,  Adv.  Agencies,  and  Nat'l  Ass'n  of"  County 
Agr'l  Agents,  plans  are  underway  to  hold  the  first,  a  pilot  workshop,  probably 
here  in  the  east,  then  jnove  from  there  to  other  3  or  h- day  workshops  in  different 
areas  of  the  country.    Keep  alert  for  further  details. 


Action  on  Farm  Land  Loss 

The  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Advisory  Committee  meeting  here  this  week 
asked  USDA  to  take  steps  to  help  check  the  rapid  conversion  of  good  farm  land  to 
city  and  ether  non- agricultural  uses.    Don  Williams,  SCS  Adm'r,  reported  to  the 
Committee  that  about  17  million  acres  of  cultivatable  land  have  been  converted 
to  non- agricultural  use  in  the  past  15  years  and  that  the  rate  of  such  conversion 
is  increasing.    Committee  members  asked  the  Department  to  help  inform  all  the 
people  as  to  the  nature  of  this  growing  problem.    They  also  urged  USDA  to  speed 
up  completion  of  the  national  soil  survey.    They  noted  that  many  private  and 
public  programs  depend  on  accurate  data  on  soils. 

City  Folks  Raised  on  Farms:  In  the  course  of  his  address  at  Garden  Grove,  Iowa, 
yesterday,  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  that  one  out  of  every  three  adults  living 
in  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages  of  the  U.S.  today  was  reared  on  a  farm.  There 
are  more  than  twice  as  many  farm -reared  adults  living  off  the  farms  in  this 
country  as  living  on  them.    More  than  half  of  our  young  farm  men  and  women  leave 
the  farm  before  they  are  25  years  old. 
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Was  Christopher  Columbus'  Face  Red.' J 

Tiie  Coayission  _on  Increased  Industr ial_  Uses  of  Agr  1  cult  ural  Pro  duct  s  met 
at  Chicago  and  USDA  northern  Lab. "in  Peoria  this  "week.    After  his  first  week 
in  the  New  World,  Christopher  Columbus  wrote  on  Friday,  October  19,  1^92: 
"My  eyes  are  never  tired  with  viewing  such  delightful  verdure,  and  of  species 
so  new  and  dissimilar  to  those  of  our  country.    I  have  no  doubt  there  are  trees 
and  herbs  here  which  would  be  of  great  value  in  Spain,  as  dyeing  materials, 
medicine,  spicery,  etc.  but  I  am  mortified  that  I  have  no  acquaintance  with  them. 

Handsome  Is  and  Handsome  Does 

Layne  Beaty  says  Bill  Hoe ft  (pronounced  'Hayft')j  who  has  been  doing  farm 
stuff  on  WTMJ-TV ,  Milwaukee,  about  a  year  now,  may  be  the  handsomest  farm  broad- 
caster in  the  business  (apologies  to  Phil  Evans ,  George  Roesher,  Harry  Andrews 
and  other  possible  contenders  for  this  distinction).  -  Be  this~as~it  may,  Bill 
has  a  couple  of  -  attractive  promotion  pieces  out  which  show,  among  other  things, 
that  Kj.'Jfi  of  the  farmers  in  his  area  turn  their  radios  on  daily  between  5  and 
6  a.m.,  and  that  83.8^  of  them  go  on  between  5  and  7  a.m.    He  does  a  daily  stint 
from  5  to  6  a.m.  on  radio,  and  a  TV  show  from  6:45  to  6:55  a.m.  five  times  a 
week.    He  keeps  tunes  to  a  minimum  but  uses  four  or  five  during  his  radio  program 
One  of  his  TV  .gimmicks  is  a  once-a-week  look  at  what's  new  in  farm  equipment, 
with  a  guest  from  one  of  the  many  farm  equipment  manufacturers  in  that  area  and 
possibly  a  film  clip  showing  the  new  machine  in  action.    Bill  does  something  on 
TV  we've  never  seen  done  before.    He  often  uses  tape  recordings  illustrated  by 
still,  photos  made  with  his.  own  camera  on  his  field  trips.    He  first  makes  the 
pictures,  then  cuts  the  tape  about  the  scenes  shown  in  the  pictures.    It  works 
out  well.  .  .  A  farm  raised  graduate  of  the  U.  of  Wis,  in  ag,  economics,  Bill 
was  running  a  farm  management  business  before  going  on  the  mike.    He  still  has 
the  business. 

Fast  Growing  Marketing  System 

From  the  time  products  leave  the  farm  until  they  are  sold  at  retail,  all 
the  charges  involved  amounted  to  $32  billion  last  year.    Ass't  Sec'y  Earl  Butz 
told  the  Missouri  Retail  Grocers  in  convention  at  Kansas  City,  Tuesday,  those 
figures  are  more  than  double  the  cost  of  ten  years  ago.    They  reflect  much  of 
the  great  growth  and  the  many  changes  that  have  taken  place  along  the  U.S.  food 
supply  line  within  the  past  ten  years,    Mr.  Butz  said  our  vast  system  of  market- 
ing institutions  uses  nearly  10  percent  of  our  labor  force.    It  provides  direct 
employment  for  about  5  million  workers  -  more  than  the  number  cf  full  time  hired 
workers,  we  use  in  agriculture  to, produce  food. 

•  .'<■', 

General  Crop  Prospects  Improved  • 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  estimated  Wednesday  that-  in  spite  of  some 
sectional  reverses,  progress,  maturity  and  harvest  of  late  crops  has  been  good. 
They  expect  a  total  crop  outturn  this  year  about  one  percent  larger  than  they 
estimated  a  month  ago.    They  note  gains  in  soybeans,  flaxseed,  fall  potatoes, 
dry  beans,  peanuts,  cotton,  hay,  corn,  tobacco,  sorghum  grain,  spring 'wheat  and 
sugar  beets.    Much  winter  wheat  land  in  Great  Plains  country  awaits  moisture 
and  farmers  are  diverting  much  to  the  Soil  Bank.    The  Board  expects  substantially 
more' "fall  vegetables  than  last  year  and  a  record  high  production  of  the.- 8  chief 
vegetables  for  commercial  processing.    MIS  reports  even  the  busy  bees  were  hard 
hit  by  weather  this  summer..  The  North  Atlantic  States  have  the  shortest  honey 
crop  on  record,  and  the  East  North  Central  States  the  smallest  honey  crop  in  Ik 
■:years.    In  the  West,  the  crop  is  above  last  year. 
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Projects  to  Boost_  Exports 

Today  officials  of  France's  Tobacco  Monopoly  conferred  here  with  our 
tobacco  specialists  before  beginning  a  study  of  distribution,  marketing,  and 
research  in  the  chief  tobacco-growing  and  marketing  regions  of  Ky. ,  Term.,  N.CL 
and  Va.    Their  tour  is  part  of  a  program  sponsored  by  U.S.  tobacco  interests 
to  boost  U.S.  tobacco  exports  to  France.  .   .   .Sunday  a  group  representing  the 
Italian  flour  and  macaroni  industries  and  the  government  of  Italy  will  arrive 
in  this  country  to  observe  wheat  marketing  and  use  in  the  U.S.    This  group 
will  go  straight  to  Omaha,  Neb.,  to  begin  their  study  of  wheat  growing,  storage, 
laboratory  testing,  flour  milling,  banking  and  other  wheat  and  flour  industry 
operations  and  get  a  chance  to  see  in  Nebraska,  Kansas,  and  Oklahoma,  how 
suitable  U.S.  Dark  Hard  Winter  wheat  is  for  mixing  with  durum  for  making  pasta. 
This  wheat  group  will  come  to  Washington  early  in  November.  .  .  .  .Earlier  this 
week,  two  USDA  and  two  industry  poultry  specialists  discussed  hatchery  exports 
with  Florida  specialists  and  then  jumped  off  for  Colombia  to  survey  the  market 
prospects  there  for  more  canned  and  frozen  poultry,  shell  and  hatching  eggs, 
and  baby  chicks  from  this  country.    That  survey  is  being  undertaken  under  a 
Department  agreement  with  the  Institute  of  American  Poultry  Industries. 

Important  Program  Revisions 

To  make  it  possible  for  farmers  to  hold  damaged  wheat,  resulting  from 
unusual  weather  conditions,  under  loan  or  purchase  agreement  until  it  can  be 
marketed  in  an  orderly  way,  USDA  this  week  extended  wheat  price  supports  to 
certain  lower  grades.  .  .  .Because  of  the  press  of  Soil  Bank  "business  -  the  !  56 
Acreage  Reserve  program  and  payments  and  the  '57  winter  wheat  Acreage  Reserve  - 
many  county  ASC  Committees  have  been  hard  pressed  to  keep  abreast  of  the  sign-up 
on  the  '56  Conservation  Reserve.    So  the  Department  has  extended  the  deadline 
for  the  Soil  Bank  Conservation  Contracts  from  Cct.  15  to  Nov.  30.    The  final 
date  for  signing  '57  Conservation  Reserve  contracts  is  March  15,  1957 

Better  Seed  Service  Meet 

The  International  Crop  Improvement  Association  gets  together  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  October  29  to  November  2,  in  its  annual  meeting  to  bring  seed  certifica- 
tion standards  up  to  date.    They  revise  the  rules  to  make  sure  farmers  can  buy 
certified  seed  with  confidence.     ICl'A  serves  as  the  chief  link  between  the 
agricultural  experiment  stations  and  the  farmers,  in  speeding  crop  improvement. 


Tear  Off  and  Return  with  Blank  Tape  

USDA  TAPE  CATALOGUE 
Check  the  Ones  you  Want  Use  Anytime 

1^A106    "Cutting  Marketing  Costs  -  A  Better  Box  for  California  Plums"  Time:  3:^5 
Statement  by  Don  Stokes,  AMS 

15A106    "Cutting  Marketing  Costs  -  Better  Way  to  Load  Watermelons"       Time:  3:07 
Statement  by  Jack  Winter,  AMS 

16A105    "Training  Crop  Reporters  for  Other  Countries"  Time:  5:00 

3 -Way  Interview:    Cy  Young,  FAS;  Emerson  Brooks,  AMS;  Layne  Eeaty 

17A106    "Energy- Saving  Kitchen"  -  A  Beltsville  Recording  Time:  4:20 

Interview  -  Miss  Mildred  Howard,  ARS,  and  Layne  Beaty 
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Farm  and  Home  Network Shows  J)ct_.  15-20 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Oct.  20,  12  30  to  1  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "N&tioi  al  Power  Use  Conference"  at 
Milwaukee ,  with  Kirby  Brumfield,  U.  of  Wis.  >  ar.d  Dtvid  Hamil,  Admn.  of  REA. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Oct.  20,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EDT. 
"USBA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Highlights  of  the  FFA  Convention"; 
"Preview  of  American  Royal";  and  "Dedication  of  New  Headquarters  for  the  Nat'l 
Ascociation  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts"  at  League  City,  Texas. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Oct,  20,  9:30  to  9:^5  am  EDTo 
(A  bouquet  of  corn  tassies  to  Claude  Mahoney,  CBS,  Washington,  "Squire  of 
Fairfax  County,  Va."  for  the  job- he  did  on  CBS-TV  two  weeks  ago;  "Bandwagon 
'56"  explaining  the  'farm  situation'  to  town  folks.    Claude  had  taken  a  camera 
crew  to  Indiana  for  filmed  interviews  with  farmers  and  "background  stuff.) 

CC3S  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Improving  the 
Transportation  Link  in  our  Marketing  System"  "by  John  Co  Winter,  AMS  and  Layne 
Beaty. 

USDA  TV-Package  for  mailing  Thurs.  Oct.  18:  "How  Our  Exports  Are  Doing" 
as  revealed  in  a  19  photo  report  on  foreign  trade.     (Also  please  pass  a  tip 
along  to  your  Home  and  Food  TV  Show  Directors  that  they  can  gex  that  film  from 
us  about  the  new  kitchen  that  reduces  walking,  stretching,  stooping,  pushing, 
pulling,  and  lifting.    It  is  a  5  min.  k*J  sec.  sound-on  film  clip  made  at 
Beltsville  Research. 

Tape  Round- Up  World  Plowing  Match? s 

The  World  Plowing  Matches  went  off  in  England  this  week,  but  with  a  last 
minute  switch  in  plans  both  Maynard_ Speece ,  WCC0,  and  Bob  Miller,  WLW,  stayed 
on  this  side  of  the  ocean.    Maynard  had  originally  hoped  to  supply  tapes  from 
the  matches  for  other  EFDs  interested,    In  lieu  of  this,  we've  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  British  Information  Service  to  receive  a  round-up  on  the  events 
of  this  year's  World  Plowing  Matches  through  one  of  their  regular  programs, 
"Farm  Life  in  Britain"  --  We'll  have  the  tape  -  which  runs  eight  minutes  -  by 
Tuesday,  and  we'll  be  glad  to  dub  it  for  any  of  you  who  want  it.    Just  send  us 
a  tape. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Paul  Seabrook,  ex-Ext . -radio-ed, ,now  Milwaukee  ad  agency  man,  who 
accompanied  "Farm  and  Home  Hour"  Everett  Mitchell,  NBC,  on  the  farm  tour  of 
Russia  this  summer,  leaves  this  week  to  become  sales  manager  of  Farm  and  Ranch 

magazine  at  Nashville  Bill  Adams,  KGO,  San  Francisco,  popped  in  last 

week  to  check  up  on  the  nation's  agricultural  capital  and  bring  Layne  up  to 
date  on  some  of  his  programming  enterprises.     No  one-basket  egg  man  is  Adams. 
Besides  his  K&0  chores,  Bill  works  also  for  the  California  Farm  Bureau  Fed. , 
and  does  a  radio  show  for  them  on  11  stations,  plus  a  weekly  TV  show  (filmed) 
for  an  oil  company.    Bill  has  been  radio  ham,  radio  operator  on  coast-wise  ship, 
paymaster  in  the  Army,  exporter  in  the  Philippines,  and  may  sing  bass  in  the 
church  choir,  though  he  didn't  mention  it. 


Sincerely, 


C.  A.  Hern don 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


£fP  L£TT£ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From  X/ 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

October  19,  I.956 


Letter  No.  739 


Acting  Secretary  True  T).  Mr>rai»  this  week  strongly  urged  farmers  to  take 
thf h vSS  °f  the  Crop  insurance  programs  now  in  operation.    He  pointed  out 
that  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  has  been  making  significant  progress 
in  providing  broader  and  sounder  coverage  for  participating  farmers.    It  now 
has  programs  for  wheat,  cotton,  flax,  corn,  tobacco,  dry  edible  beans,  and  citrus 
iruifcs.    Also  a  multiple  crop  plan  which  insures  several  crops  under  one  contract, 
The  Corporation  has  been  moving  ahead  fast  during  the  past  two  years  on  insurance 
ior  barley  and  soybeans,  and  next  year  will  launch  a  small  experiment  in  peach 
insurance.    Secretary  Morse  emphasized  that  these  are  insurance  programs  - 
insurance  protection  against  what  may  happen,  not  an  emergency  antidote  to  be 
ofiered  after  disaster  has  developed, 

Cotton  -  Corn -  Milk  -  Potatoes 

December  11  is  the  date  set  this  week  for  the  cotton  growers  referendums 
on  upland  and  extra  long  staple  cotton  -  State  acreage  allotments  for  cotton 
were  also  announced  -  and  the  quotas  to  be  voted  on  in  the  referendums.  Whether 
quotas  are  approved  or  disapproved,  the  '57  acreage  allotments  will  remain  in 

effect  as  a  condition  of  eligibility  for  price  support  Today  USDA 

announcea  that  price  support  rates  for  '56-crop  corn  will  remain  unchanged 
irom  the  minimum  rates  announced  earlier.    The  price- support  program  for  '56 
corn  will  be  carried  out  through  CCC  loans  and  purchase  agreements,  as  in  the 
past.    These  will  be  available  from  harvest  through  May  31,  1957,  in  most 
areas.    You  can  get  rates  and  other  information  at  State  and  County  ASC  offices 
.  .  .  .More  and  more  fluid  whole  milk  is  moving  north  to  Alaska  from  northwest 
dairy  regions.    Alaska  Experiment  Station  has  found  Alaska  school  children  win 
drink  more  milk  if  they  can  get  it  at  lower  prices,  so  this  week  USDA  extended 
its  Special  Milk  Program  to  Alaska.    With  this  action  the  school  lunch  program 
will  be  in  operation  in  all  hQ  states,  D.C.,  and  Hawaii  and  Alaska.  .  .  .At 
long  last  our  researchers  report  we  have  succeeded  in  making  good  mashed  potatoes 
in  the  dehydrated  form.    The  new  potato  flakes,  developed  by  our  Eastern  Lab. 
have  sold  well  with  repeat  orders  in  a  market  test  in  a  medium- sized  city. 

Look  Ahead  at  Farm  Equipment 

L  Assistant^ Secretary  Earl  Butz  told  the  57th  Annual  Convention  of  the 

National  Retail  if  •arm  Equipment  Association  at  Dallas  this  week  that  the  job  of 
adequately  equipping  American  farms  appears  only  to  be  well  started.    He  pointed 
cut  that  much  of  the  cotton  crop  is  still  hand  chopped  and  hand  picked.  Much 
corn  is  still  picked  by  hand  outside  the  Corn  Belt.    Suitable  equipment  at 
reasonable  cost  is  not  available  for  many  of  the  jobs  on  small  farms  everywhere 
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Antibiotics  Cur_e_  Bean  Pi  sea  se 

Antibiotics  are  a  center  of  attention  here  this  week.    The  ^th  Annual 
Symposium  on  Antibiotics ,  sponsored  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  and  the 
U,  S.  Dept.  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  is  in  cession.    As  a  radio  man, 
you  were  probably  intrigued  by  that  report  of  an  antibiotic  that  seems  to 
improve  the  hearing  of  some  listeners.    Or  you  may  have  noticed  what  our  own 
Belt svi lie  scientist,  Dr.  Zaumeyer,  reported  on  the  tests  to  control  powdery 
mildew,  the  disease  that  does  this  country's  bean  crop  $65  million  damage  a 
year.    He  found  that  anisomycin,  applied  to  snap  bean  plants  in  a  water  spray 
at  the  rate  of  50  parts  to  a  million  parts  of  water,  protected  healthy  bean 
plants  from  powdery  mildew  and  also  eradicated  the  fungus  from  infested  plants. 
Another  antibiotic,  griseofulvin,  did  almost  as  well. 

Cattle  Buyers  Arrive  from  Mexico 

That  Mexican  Beef  Buying  Mission  we  mentioned  Oct.  5>  evidently  brought 
results.    The  Export-Import  Bank  of  Washington  authorized  a  $5  million  loan  to 
Mexico  to  buy  U.S.  cattle,    Not  less  than  $3-3A  million  of  that  is  to  be  used 
to  buy  beef  breeding  cattle  in  our  drought-hit  regions,  to  upgrade  Mexican 
herds.    The  first  teams  of  buyers  arrive  from  Mexico  this  week.    They  are 
starting  their  buying  in  Texas,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.    Later  teams  may  go  to 
other  states.    USDA  officials  say  cattle  buying  in  any  part  of  the  Southwest' 
will  help  our  cattlemen.  ,  .  .  .Southwestern  Indians,  chiefly  Navajos  of  Arizona, 
New  Mexico,  and  Utah,  and  the  Pueblos  of  New  Mexico,  are  also  getting  some 
drought  help.    The  Indian  Bureau  of  Interior  has  asked  the  tribes  to  immediately 
survey  the  feed  needs  of  their  eligible  Indian  stockmen,  under  a  new  emergency 
program  for  distributing  feed  grains  to  them.    Interior  and  Agriculture  are 
working  together  on  this.    Interior  submits  the  orders,  and  CCC  fills  them. 
The  tribes  themselves  store,  handle,  and  distribute  the  grain  to  their  members. 

Milk  Drinkers  to  Match  Production 

In  his  address  to  the  annual  convention  of  four  Iowa  dairy  associations 
and  federations,  tonight  at  Des  Moines,  Assistant  Secretary  Marvin  McLain  is 
expected  to  review  the  dairjr  situation  in  brief.    He  will  point  out  that  the 
21  million  cows  now  on  farms  is  the  smallest  number  since  1928.    But  better 
feeding  and  more  efficient  management  in  recent  years  have  brought  higher 
production  per  cow.    So  milk  production  this  year  seems  likely  to  reach  a  new 
all-time  record  of  around  127  billion  pounds,  in  spite  of  fewer  cows.    He  will 
report  a  slight  increase  in  the  use  of  milk  per  person  this  year  compared  to 
last  year.    More  important,  he  figures  the  continued  rise  in  population  will 
result  in  enough  increase  in  the  total  use  of  milk  to  about  equal  the  increase 
in  milk  production. 

Plentiful  Foods  in  November 

Heading  the  November  plentiful  foods  list  will  be  pork,  potatoes,  and 
turkeys.    USDA  will  give  extra  emphasis  to  pork  in  press,  radio  and  television 
releases  for  use  during  the  week  beginning  October  28,  and  again  during  the 
week  beginning  Nov.  k.    Pot at oe s  will  get  special  attention  during  week  of 
November  11.    Of  course,  turkeys  will  head  the  menu  for  the  week  beginning 
November  lS.    Other  plentifuls  on  the  November  list  are  cabbage ,  week  of  Nov.  25; 
eggs  week  of  Nov.  kj  beef,  Nov.  25;  broilers  and  fryers,  week  of  Nov.  11.  Pears, 
milk  and  dairy  products,  rice,  cranberries,  and  fish  sticks  are  also  listed  for 
November.    The  National  Fish  Parade  runs  through  Nov.  3. 
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Wider  Use  of  Feed  Research 

ARS  Adm'r  Byron  Shaw  sees  no  "better  way  for  farmers  to  cut  the  cost  of 
livestock  production  than  by  improving  feed  efficiency.    Talking  to  the  Animal 
Nutrition  Research  Council  here  this  week,  he  declared  the  immediate  job  of 
researchers,  extension  people,  and  the  feed  industry  is  to  help  farmers  close 
the  gap  "between  what  they  are  now  doing  and  what  they  £an  do.    He  pointed  out 
that  feed  accounts  for  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  total  cost  of  producing  hogs ; 
"broilers  and  turkeys.    It  accounts  for  over  half  the  cost  of  producing  eggs. 
Grain  and  other  concentrates  make  up  well  over  half  the  cost  of  fattening  cattle, 
and  about  a  fourth  the  cost  of  producing  milk.    Anything  we  can  do  to  cut  feed 
cost  means  money  in  the  farmer's  pocket.    Adm'r  Shaw  estimated  farmers  have 
made  excellent  progress  putting  feed  research  into  practice  with  broilers  and 
turkeys.    They  have  made  some  progress  with  hogs  and  beef  cattle.    A  little  in 
milk  production,  but  none  in  egg  production.    He  thinks  farmers  may  be  feeding 
wastefully  all  along  the  line.    He  says  too  many  dairy  farmers  boost  milk 
production  by  feeding  huge  amounts  of  concentrates.    Research  indicates  they 
should  be  producing  cows  with  higher  producing  capacity  and  feeding  more 
forage.    Pigs  are  going  to  market  too  heavy,  with  too  few  vitamin  and  mineral 
supplements  for  best  use  of  grain. 

Irrigation  Spreads  in  East 

Earlier  this  week,  ARS  production  economist  Elco  Greenshields  told  the 
convention  of  Sprinkler  Irrigation  Association  that  farmers  in  this  country 
are  now  irrigating  about  30  million  acres  of  crops  and  pastures.    He  reported 
that  last  year  farmers  in  a  number  of  eastern  states  irrigated  twice  as  many 
acres  as  the  year  before.    As  a  paying  investment,  economist  Greenshields 
estimated  irrigation  of  vegetables  is  probably  ahead  of  all  other  crops  in  the 
humid  east.    In  number  of  acres,  pasture  and  grass  irrigation  by  dairy  farmers 
outranks  any  other  single  crop  in  the  east,    Cotton  irrigation  tests  by  ag. 
experiment  stations  and  by  farmers  show  a  high  response  to  irrigation,  and  N.C. 
Ag.  College  reports  tobacco  irrigation  in  N.C.  has  doubled  each  year  since  1951* 
Eastern  states  are  commencing  more  and  more  research  projects  in  irrigation.  Of 
course,  western  states  have  engaged  in  irrigation  research  for  a  number  of  years. 
Besides  its  research  on  irrigation,  USDA,  through  SCS,  FHA,  and  ACP,  provides 
financial  help  on  irrigation  to  farmers  under  certain  specialized  conditions. 

Wheat  Standards  Hearings  this  Winter 

Shortly  after  the  first  of  next  year,  USDA  will  probably  hold  hearings 
on  proposed  changes  in  the  U.S.  official  wheat  standards.    There  have  been  no 
major  revisions  in  these  standards  since  1937  >  and  some  feel  that  the  standards 
may  not  fully  reflect  changes  in  wheat  marketing.    Discussing  grain  improvement 
at  the  ikth  Annual  Wheat  Show,  at  Alliance,  Neb.,  yesterday,  Assistant  Secretary 
Marvin  McLain  emphasized  that  there  is  a  lot  more  to  the  whole  question  of  wheat 
quality  than  many  folks  realize.    Wheat  is  not  just  wheat.    There  is  a  very 
special  market  for  each  of  the  different  kinds  of  wheat.    Some  classes  are  inter- 
changeable, others  are  not,  but  each  has  its  place  in  the  overall  picture.  In 
general,  hard  wheat  is  the  kind  used  for  bread  and  rolls,  while  soft  wheats  are 
more  suitable  for  crackers,  cookies,  pies  and  cakes.    Durum,  of  course,  has  its 
special  place  for  making  macaroni.    But  there  are  inferior  varieties  within 
classes,  and  some  varieties  are  good  in  some  areas  but  do  not  do  well  when 
planted  in  "non- native"  regions. 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Oct.  22-27 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -•  Sat.  Oct.  27,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EDT 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features-.  "Highlights  of  the  Rose  Festival 
at  Tyler,  Texas";  and  "Sugar  Beet  Harvest  Reports." 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat,  Oct.  27,  9:30  to  9:J!-5  a.m.  EDT. 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sato  Oct.  27,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EDI.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News'*  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Fishing  from  Farm  Ponds"  -  with 
some  of  the  secrets  of  a  good  catch,  "by  Ted  Richards  and  Eo'b  Wingart,  of  Pa. 
State  University;  "Our  Farm  Competitors  Down  Under"  with  Clayton  Whipple,  FAS 
and  Layne  Beaty;  and  a  "Salute  to  County  Agent 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Drought  Roundup" 
with  reports  from  field,  USDA  officials,  and  the  Weather  Bureau,  presented  by 
Layne  Beaty. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Thurs.  Oct.  25:  "Our  Bread  Dollar"  a  cartoon 
and  photo  story  in  1^  pictures  which  tell  how  our  bread  dollar  is  divided  among 
the  farmer,  miller,  transporter,  baker,  and  grocer. 

New  USDA  Farm  Tape  Catalogue  Item  for  use  quickly:    Send  blank  tape  if 
desired.    Order  by  title  and  number:    22Q106  "National  Power  Use  Workshop" 
Time:  ^:55.    Bob  Battin,  U.  of  Wise,  interviews  REA  Adm.  David  Hamil. 

Oc  t  ober  TV  Fi  Lm-  of  -  the  -  Month :    1.6  mm,  sound,  b/w  or  color,  13  J  minutes:  "The 
Three  Squares"  -  meals  -  available  for  immediate  loan  to  TV  stations.    Make  re- 
quests to  Motion  Picture  Service,  USDA  Office  of  Information,  and  indicate 
definite  dates  of  use  or  approximate  time  needed  for  previewing  and  scheduling. 
Film  tells  canning  story. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men  -  Add  Pictures 

For  our  new  display  board  on  the  office  wall,  come  tintypes  of:    W.  H. 
(Bill)  Adams,  KGO,  San  Francisco,  who,  holding  the  mike,  has  just  opened  his 
mouth  to  ask  Louis  Rozzoni,  president  of  the  California  Farm  Bureau  Federation, 
a  question.   ...  .At  the  studio  mike  in  WLS  Chicago,  Harry  Campbell  waits 

alert  for  his  cue  John  Merrifield,  WWJ-TV,  Detroit,  one  of  the  early 

pioneers,  with  a  far-away  look  in  his  eyes  as  he  sizes  up  the  outdoor  prospects 

 Other  additions  to  our  gallery  of  men  who  are  making  farm  radio  and 

television,  are  Bill  Mason  and  Bruce  Davie s,  of  WLS,  Chicago,  happy  about  the 
whole  thing.  .  .  .  .Ben  Leonard,  who  began  farm  market  reporting  in  '52  and 

has  been  RFD  on  WFBC ,  Greenville,  S.  C. ,  for  the  past  two  years,  keeps  pretty 
busy.    He  tells  us  he  has  two  daily  farm  programs  on  WFBC  radio  Monday  through 
Friday  at  6:25  a.m.  and  12:35  P°m.,  and  also  does  a  30  minute  television 
program  on  WFBC-TV  each  Saturday  from  12  to  12:30  p.m. .  .  .  .  .Ralph  Vartigan, 

WROW,  Albany,  writes  that  he  has  become  radio  production  manager  for  the 
station  and  that  the  farm  broadcasts  have  been  suspended. 


Sincerely, 


LIBRARY 


CURRENT  SERIAl  '  )RQ 


BT°  Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


October  26,  1956 
Letter  No.  7^0 


While  all  the  ghosts  and  goblins  are  gathering  around  for  Halloween,  our 
folks  here  are  ha'nted  by  the  speedy  approach  of  Farm-City  Week,  November  l6- 
22.    Kiwanis  Clubs  coordinates  it,  and  the  Department  cooperates.    Our  Motion 
Picture  people  have  just  finished  a  new  13"!  minute  16  mm  color  documentary  film 
that  might  fit  your  Farm-City  slot.    It's  called  "The  Agriculture  Story"  and 
tells  about  USDA's  research,  education,  conservation,  stabilization,  regulatory, 
credit,  and  marketing  work.    In  due  course,  we'll  have  enough  prints  so  you  can 
get  one  nearly  anytime  you  want  it,  but  there  won't  be  enough  to  go  around  by 
Farm-City  Week.    Those  available  for  that  week  will  be  offered  TV  stations 
through  local  Farm-City  Week  leaders.    We  suggest  you  get  in  contact  with  them 

about  this  film  The  Federal  meat  inspector  in  charge  in  25  cities  will 

also  have  copies  of  the  27^  min,  USDA  film,  "Your  Meat  Inspection  Service . " 
The  25  cities  are:    Portland  (Ore.),  Seattle,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles, 
Phoenix,  Salt  Lake  City,  Denver,  Omaha,  Ft.  Worth,  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis, 
Memphis,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Des  Moines,  St.  Paul,  Chicago,  Detroit,  Cincinnati, 
Atlanta,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York  City,  Boston,  Richmond  and 
Indianapolis. 

Southwest  Ranchmen  Stretch  Feed 

Seriousness  of  the  drought  situation  in  the  Southwest,  central  plains, 
and  mountain  states  is  making  farmers  and  ranchmen  feed  much  low-grade  roughage 
they  would  not  use  in  normal  years.    By  using  more  low-grade  roughages,  by 
substituting  grain  and  supplements  for  forage  where  they  could,  and  by  culling 
their  herds  as  they  had  to,  many  have  managed  to  stretch  their  feed  supplies 
considerably  and  so  far  to  prevent  liquidating  their  breeding  stock.  Commend- 
ing them  for  this,  Secretary  Benson  this  week  pointed  out  that  the  experience 
of  drought  stricken  farmers  and  ranchers  proves  breeding  herds  can  be  kept  on  a 
maintenance  ration  without  ill  effects,  if  the  ration  is  properly  fortified  with 
concentrates,  minerals,  and  vitamin  A  supplement. 

Keep  Farms  at  Top  Efficiency 

At  the  big  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  County  Agricultural 
Agents  at  Houston  this  week,  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson,  speaking  for  the 
Secretary,  told  the  extension  folks  that  to  meet  future  needs,  we  will  have  to 
keep  our  farm  plant  at  top  efficiency.    He  pointed  out  that  only  5  percent  of 
our  total  population  works  on  farms,  but  today  our  farms  are  turning  out  h2 
percent  more  total  production  than  20  years  ago  with  nearly  a  third  less  farm 
labor.    He  warned  that  future  demand  for  some  farm  products  will  be  much  greater. 
He  told  the  county  agents  it  is  vital  they  do  their  part  to  help  farm  people 
conserve  their  soil  and  water  --  to  manage  these  resources  to  increase  their 
value . 
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TV  end  ^Qf^j^S-P^^X^I?^  {°Vher  countries) 

John  Green,  director  of  talks  for  the  British  Broadcasting  Corp.,.  London, 
dropped  by  this  week  with  Mrs,  Green,    John,  who  is  one' of  the  Island's  leading 
swine  breeders,  was  BBC's  farm  broadcasting  chief  until  about  1951  when  Harry 
Hunt  took  over.    We  made  an  ad  lib  taped  interview  with  John,  mostly  about  pigs, 
which  he  asked  that  we  send  to  ^'t^?2^lB^£li>  \$ti.O,  Des  Moines,    It  ran  about  6 
minutes  but  can  be  whittled  down.    Thursday  they  moved  on  to  the  Bahamas  from 
whence  Mrs,  G  will  return  to  their  Gloucester  pig  farm  and  John  will  proceed 
to  Sydney,  Australia,  for  the  British  Empire s  s  radio  and  TV  conference  -  then 
home  by  Christmas.    John  Douglass,  Aust.  Br.  Com,  has  been  telling  us  about 
the  advent  of  TV  "down  ulider^iii  November,  about,  the  time  of  the  Olympic  Games. 

Handlooms  in  India_Sery_e  Tourist  Trade 

FAS  reports  the  All  India  Eandloom  Fabrics  Marketing  Co-op  is  setting  up 
a  store  in  Bombay  to  sell  country  handloom  cloth  in  the  cities  -  with  an  eye 
to  foreign  tourists  and  other  Westerners.    The  store  will  use  Western  decor  and 
modern  methods  to  popularize  cloth  hand  woven  from  hand  spun  yarns  on  handlooms 
in  different  parts  of  India  .  ,  .  .  .India's  newest  milk  colony  planned  as  part 
of  its  dairy  expansion  program  will  be  set  up  by  the  end  of  next  year  8  miles 
from  Madras.    The  idea  is  to  get  the  many  milk  animals  scattered  through  the 
city  out  of  the  city  and  into  modern  sheds  to  house  7,000  of  them. 

Series  of  Expert  Trade  Meetings 

FAS  and  CSS  are  planning  a  series  of  meetings  to  give  the  folks  in  the 
farm  commodities  export  trade  a  chance  to  get  better  acquainted  with  Government 
programs  and  facilities  for  expanding  markets  abroad  for  U.S.  farm  products. 
The  first  meeting  is  scheduled  Nov.  8-9  in  New  York  City  in  the  N.  Y.  State  C  of 
C  auditorium..    Later  meeting  will  be  scheduled  for  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
New  Orleans,  Chicago,  San  Francisco,  and  Portland,  Ore.    At  the  New  York  meeting 
officials  of  the  CCC  and  the  Export-Import  Bank  will  be  on  hand  to  discuss 
technical  financing  problems  involved  in  their  plans  for  stepped-up  credit  aid 
in  their  programs. 

Constant  Flow  of  Farm  Information 

At  Okla.  A  c;  M  College,  Wednesday,  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson  pointed 
out  that  all  of  the  land  that  can  be  brought  into  use  in  reasonable  cost  by 
present  knowledge  is  now  in  eultivatione  In  the  future,  as  in  the  immediate 
past,  lie  figures  the  big  gains  in  farm  production  will  come  through  applying 
knowledge  on  the  land  we  now  farm.  He  said  if  our  agriculture  is  to  develop 
further,  there  must,  be  an  ever  constant  flow  of  information  to  farmers  about 
production,  economics,  and  markets. 

IFYE's  Back  Soon 

Sixty- two  Int'l  Farm  Youth  Exch.  boys  and  girls,  from  31  states  and  full 
of  their  experiences  working  on  farms  abroad  this  summer,  will  arrive  in  New 
York  on  the  SS  Queen  Mary,  Nov.  13 .    The  Grocery  Manufacturers  Association  will 
have  them  as  guests  for  breakfast  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  Nov.  ih.    From  the 
15th  thru  the  17th  they'll  be  in  Washington,  holding  evaluation  sessions  with 
USDA  Extension.    If  you  want  tapes  by  any  of  these  young  people  from  your  state, 
send  requests  to  Everett  Bierman,  National  k-E  Club  Foundation,  8561  Fenton 
Street,  Silver  Spring,  Maryland.    We'll  enclose  a  list  of  these  boys  and  girls, 
their  home  addresses  and  countries  visited,  with  next  week's  Letter. 
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Me at -Type  Hog  Trend  Con t Inues 

ARS  has  issued  a  special  report  on  hogs  that  run  more  to  lean  than  to 
fat.    They  find  more  and  more  breeders  are  producing  meat-type  hogs.    More  buy- 
ers are  grading  the  hogs  they  'buy.    Some  packers  are  buying  hogs  under  closer 
grading.    USDA  research  economists  say  this  development  has  been  50  years  in 
the  making  but  the  trend  is  under  way.    Department  researchers  have  begun  a 
new  5  year  study  on  hog  inheritance  and  environment  which  make  for  lean  meat 
hogs.    They  have  under  way  a  10  to  15  years  series  of  experiments  to  test  the 
performance  of  three  pure  breeds  and  three  hybrid  lines.    And  ten  State 
Agricultural  Experiment  Stations  are  cooperating  with  the  Regional  Swine 
Breeding  Laboratory  in  investigating  basic  problems  in  applying  genetic  methods 
in  hog  breeding. 

Aim  to  Develop  Rural  Markets 

In  Garrett  County,  Maryland's  pilot  county  under  the  Rural  Development 
Program,  the  farm  folks  are  putting  the  chief  emphasis  on  developing  better 
markets.    Plans  are  being  made  to  find  outlets  for  more  broiler  chicken 
production.    A  new  market  has  opened  under  sponsorship  of  the  rural  women's 
marketing  committee  in  the  county.    To  help  the  new  dairy  marketing  committee 
find  the  best  places  to  sell  Garrett  County  dairy  products,  the  committee 
members  have  been  talking  over  the  possibilities  with  dairy  representatives  in 
Pennsylvania  and  other  parts  of  Maryland. 

Fruit  Outlook  for  '57 

Yesterday  the  Department  issued  its  1957  Outlook  for  Fruit.  AMS 
economists  expect  about  the  same  production  of  decidious  fruit  next  year  as 
this.    They  figure  demand  in  this  country  will  continue  high,  probably  at  least 
as  strong  as  in  '56.    They  expect  further  increases  in  fruit  exports,  both 
fresh  and  processed  especially  to  western  European  countries.    They  say  the 
upward  trend  in  production  of  canned  and  frozen  fruits  and  juices  in  this 
country  is  likely  to  continue  during  the  next  few  years.    During  the  past  ten 
years,  use  of  fruit  for  processing  has  trended  upward  while  fresh  use  had  gone 
down.    The  specialists  expect  these  trends  to  continue  over  the  next  few  years. 

New  Move  in  Exporting  Wheat 

Beginning  Nov.  15,  USDA  will  further  modify  its  wheat  export  program 
by  making  cash  export  payments  on  all  exports  of  wheat  flour  and  discontinuing 
special  sales  of  CCC-owned  wheat,  for  milling  into  flour  for  export.  Officials 
explain  this  is  to  help  encourage  movement  of  wheat  into  export  from  commercial 
rather  than  from  CCC  stocks. 

New  Mexican  Wants  in  Radio 

Cecil  Herrell,  New  Mexico  ALU  Ext. ,  says  he  has  a  man  full  of  ideas 
and  trained  in  animal  husbandry,  who  would  like  to  be  in  radio.    James  T. 
McClelland,  Jr.,  N.  Mex.  A  L  M  '5k,  is  particularly  anxious  to  hear  from  any 
college  or  radio  station  who  is  interested  in  giving  a  relatively  inexperienced 
man  a  chance  to  show  his  ability.    29  years  old,  married,  no  children.    He  has 
worked  in  egg  and  poultry  inspection  work,  and  is  not/  with  a  feed  company  doing 
6ales  and  promotional  work. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Oct.  29- Nov,  3 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Nov.  3,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Nov.  3,  12:30  to  1  p.m.,  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "A  Salute  to  an  Outstanding  County 
Agent";  and  "A  Special  Report  from  International  Farm  Youth  Exchangees  now  in 
Latin  America. " 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Nov.  3,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "The  Grand  National  Livestock 
Exposition  in  San  Francisco"  and  "Highlights  from  the  International  Crop 
Improvement  Association  Meeting  at  Salt  Lake  City." 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Agri cultural  Credit 
and  Service  of  Farmers  Home  Administration"  with  FHA  Acm'r  Kermit  Hansen  and 
Layne  Beaty. 

USDA  TV  Packages  for  mailing  Thurs.  Nov.  1:     "Automation^  on_  the_Farm"  , 
6  min.  sound-on  film,  shows  how  automation  is  coming  to  the  farm  with  power 
machines  doing  the  heavy  lifting ,  chopping,  and  hauling.    "Expanding  .Loan 
Program  of  the  Farmers _Hjgm^^  This  Agency  explains  its  new 

lending  program  in  Ik  cartoons  and-  still 'photos.. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Backed  by  hog  and  cattle  prices  and  flanked  by  Holstein-Friesian  models ; 
Bill  Hoe ft,  UTMJ  and  WTMJ-TV,  Milwaukee,  has  just  checked  in  for  our  Gallery 
of  Prominent  RFBs.      .  .  .After  19  years  of  farm  radio,  C.  M.  "This  is  Jerry" 
East  claims  he's  still  an  amateur.    He's  on  WGRB,  Louisville,  Monday  through 
Friday  from  5:30  to  6:00  a.m.  and  on  ULRP,  New  Albany,  Ind.  from  6:k5  to 
7:00.    On  Saturdays,  he's  on  UGRC  6:00  to  6:30  and  12:00  to  12-30.    He  only 
makes  TV  send-occasionally «    And  although  he  doesn't  mention  it,  many  of  you 
may  remember  him  as  a  feature  speaker  at  radio  meetings  from  way  back.    In  his 
otherwise  idle  moments,  Jerry  says  he  serves  as  County  Agricultural  Agent  in 
Floyd  County,  Indiana  -  the  only  job  for  which  he  is  paid.  .  .  .  George  B. 
German,  UMAX,  Yankton's  'Inquiring  Farm  Reporter'  spent  three  days  here  this 
week  with  Mrs.  German  and  some  65  farm  folks  from  his  area.    Ihey  were  on  one 
of  George's  semi-annual  tours  and  all  seemed  to  be  enjoying  their  nation's 
capital.    Incidentally,  young  Tom  German,  who  is  with  some  of  our  army  in 
Western  Germany,  has  a  couple  of  German  friends  who  want  to  work  on  American 
farms  for  a  while  to  earn  money  to  finance  their  college  educations  in  Germany. 
This  is  a  new  twist  on  requests  of  this  type.    If  you  know  of  anyone  who  might 
be  interested  in  employing  one  of  these  ambitious  Beutschlanders,  tell  them  to 
write  to  George , 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


